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Greetings! 

Here is NNADVôs Domestic Violence Awareness Month Packet of events for October 2009. If 

you are planning on hosting an event please complete the calendar on page 2 and return it to me, 

so that I may make a statewide calendar of domestic violence awareness events happening 

throughout October. We will then publish a listing of these events in NNADVôs quarterly 

newsletter, the Network News. The calendar may be returned to me via fax at (775) 828-9911, or 

you may e-mail me the details of your project at NinaE@nnadv.org. 

If you have any questions, or if you would like further information or assistance with any of the 

enclosed forms, please donôt hesitate to contact me at the Network at (775) 828-1115  

(Reno, Sparks, and Carson City) or (800) 230-1955 (statewide). Thank you, and good luck! 

 

Best Wishes, 

 

Nina Edgemon 

Program Assistant-Education & Outreach 

Nevada Network Against Domestic Violence 
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Domestic Violence Awareness Month 

October 2009 

The Nevada Network Against Domestic Violence is compiling a list of Domestic Violence Awareness 

Month events planned for October 2009.  This calendar will be distributed to sister programs and will be 

sent to the media.  Please let us know about the events in which your organization is participating or 

planning.  Please pint clearly and attach additional sheets if necessary.  For more information call Nina 

at (775) 828-1115, or email ninae@nnadv.org. Thank you for your participation and effort! 

Please fill out and fax this calendar to NNADV, Attn: Nina fax (775) 828-9911 by September 11, 2009 

Name of individual completing worksheet:     __________________ 

Organization:     __________________________________________ 

Address:        ________________________ 

Phone:          Fax:      ______ 

Number of faxed pages:   E-mail:       ______ 

Date, Time, Address & 

City of Event 

Name & Description of 

Event 

Sponsoring 

Organization 

Contact Name & 

Number 

              EXAMPLE 

Oct. 1, 7:00-9:00 pm; 

Town Hall ς 1 Oak St., 

City, NV 

EXAMPLE 

Candlelight Vigil 

               EXAMPLE 

A Safe Place 

EXAMPLE 

Jane Doe, Community 

Relations 775-333-

2211 
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The Nevada Network Against Domestic Violence would like to encourage all the Domestic Violence 

programs in Nevada to participate in Domestic Violence Awareness Month (DVAM) during October 

2009. This is a time for us to unite and celebrate all the abused women who have ended the cycle of 

violence in their lives and the lives of their children.  It is also a time to mourn the loss of those women 

and children who have died needlessly at the hands of a partner or spouse. This is your opportunity to 

raise awareness and educate your community on the effects of violence against women.  Take the time 

to plan Domestic Violence Awareness Month activities and involve your community in our joint efforts 

to end Domestic Violence. 

Domestic Violence Awareness Month evolved from the first National Day of Unity, observed in 1981. 

The intent was to connect women and men across the nation who were working to end violence against 

women. The Day of Unity soon became a week with activities being conducted at the local, state, and 

national levels. These activities were as varied and diverse as the programs sponsoring them. In October 

1987, the first Domestic Violence Awareness Month was held, and in October of 1989, the first Domestic 

Violence Awareness Month commemorative legislation was passed by the U.S. Congress. Such 

legislation has passed every year since. 

When planning your community outreach event(s) for Domestic Violence Awareness Month, consider 

the following tips: 

× Plan as far ahead as possible, involving formerly battered women and shelter residents as much 
as possible in the planning process, and in visible leadership roles at your events.  Be sure your 
planning, publicity, and events reflect the diversity of the community you serve. 

× Purple is the theme color for Domestic Violence Awareness Month. 

× Use the media as much as possible and enlist as many community organizations as you can. Let 
this moment become part of your evolving history. 

Enclosed in this packet is a worksheet for you to complete in order to inform NNADV of your scheduled 

activities for Domestic Violence Awareness Month 2009.  Please include the date, time, address, and 

city, as well as the name, description, sponsoring organization, and contact information for each of your 

scheduled activities.  Please complete the calendar and fax or mail it back to NNADV by September 11, 

2009, so that we may create a statewide Domestic Violence Awareness Month calendar of scheduled 

events.  For those programs that have never participated in Domestic Violence Awareness Month we 

have included in this packet DVAM activities for your consideration, or you can create your own.  Good 

luck! 
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Proclamation and Media Instructions 
 

 
Proclamation 

 
We have included in this packet a sample letter requesting a Proclamation for your City 

Official(s) to recognize October as ñDomestic Violence Awareness Month.ò  The sample 

letter may be modified for your use and requests the support of your city official(s) by 

encouraging citizen participation in Domestic Violence Awareness Month.  Also 

included in the packet is a sample Proclamation which you can personalize to fit your 

city, city official, and domestic violence program. 

 

 

 

Media Release 

 
Sample press releases have been enclosed in this packet to assist you with the publicity of 

Domestic Violence Awareness Month and you programôs planned events.  A press 

release is an excellent way to call your communityôs attention to Domestic Violence 

Awareness Month, and to gain community support and involvement.  The press can be 

used in your efforts to educate the public about domestic violence and to inform battered 

women about available resources in your community.  Personalize the Media Release for 

your specific event and community.  Add information about your Program and print the 

Media Release on your programôs letterhead. 
 



5 
 

 

 

Proclamation Request Instructions 

 

1. Plan to send the Proclamation Request 4-6 weeks beforehand 

2. Send the Proclamation Request on your Programôs letterhead 

3. Individualize the Request to fit your local official, and the event that your program will 

be sponsoring. 

 

Proclamation Instructions 

1.  The Proclamation we have enclosed is a sample. You may individualize it to fit your 

community or you can create your own. 

2. Initial contact in September may be needed to assure appropriate protocol for requesting 

a Proclamation and engaging the media in the official signing of the Proclamation. 

 

Media Release Instructions 

1. Send your Media Release on your Programôs letterhead. 

2. Be sure to include your Programôs media contact person on the Press Release. 

3. The included Sample Media Release gives an example of how to publicize an event.  You 

may modify and use the format of the sample to publicize your event(s) for Domestic 

Violence Awareness Month, or you can create your own Media Release. 
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Date, 2009 

The Honorable (Name) 

(Title) 

(Street Address) 

(City, State, Zip) 

Dear (Name): 

SUBJECT: DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS MONTH 200 9 

The month of October has been designated by the U.S. Government as Domestic 

Violence Awareness Month. During this month, (Program Name) is planning a series of 

events to educate citizens about domestic violence, to honor fallen victims, and to 

encourage both batterers and battered women to seek the help they need. 

We would be honored if you could sponsor an official proclamation to recognize the 

month of October as Domestic Violence Awareness Month in (City) . Such a proclamation 

will emphasize your commitment to this important cause, and recognize the efforts of 

those who work to end violence in our homes every month of the year.  Please feel free to 

call me if you would like more information, statistics, or facts about domestic violence. 

(Program Name), in conjunction with the Nevada Network Against Domestic 

Violence and battered womenôs programs/shelters across Nevada, is sponsoring (Event) 

on (Day and Date) at (Time) at (Location). We invite you to attend (Event) and we 

would be very pleased if you would present your proclamation at that time. If you are 

unable to attend, we would like to read your proclamation to our supporters. 

Thank you for your consideration of this request. We appreciate your support of our 

efforts to end violence against women. 

       

Sincerely, 

         

     

      Program Representative/Contact Person 

      Title 

      Domestic Violence Program Name 

 

S A M P L E  L E T T E R  R E Q U E S T I N G  A  P R O C L A M A T I O N  

( S e n t  4- 6  w e e k s  b e f o r e h a n d ) 
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SAMPLE***SAMPLE***SAMPLE ***  

 

A Proclamation 
by the 

Governor of the State of Nevada 

      

 

 

Whereas: 

 

Violence against women and children continues to become more prevalent as a social problem due to 

the imbalance of power due to gender and age. 

 

Whereas: 

 

The problems of domestic violence are not confined to any group or groups of people but cross all 

economic, racial, affectional preference, and societal barriers; and supported by societal indifference. 

 

Whereas: 

 

The crime of domestic violence violates an individualôs privacy, dignity, security, and humanity, due 

to systematic use of physical, emotional, sexual, psychological and economic control and/or abuse. 

 

Whereas: 

 

The impact of domestic violence is wide ranging, directly affecting women and children and society as 

a whole. 

 

Whereas: 

 

It is battered women themselves that have been in the forefront of efforts to bring peace and equality to 

the home. 

 

Now, Therefore: 

 

I, Jim Gibbons, Governor of the State of Nevada, do hereby proclaim the month of October 2007, as 

 

 

Domestic Violence Awareness Month 

 
I urge all citizens to actively participate in the scheduled activities and programs working toward the 

elimination of personal and institutional violence against women. 
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SAMPLE MEDIA  RELEASE 
(Program Letterhead) 

 

 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE     Contact Person: 

Date:         Phone Number: 

 

MEDIA ADVISORY  

 
 On (Date of Event) an (Event) to remember women who have suffered from domestic 

abuse and to celebrate those who have survived and made new lives for themselves will take 

place at (Time and Location of Event).  The event is being sponsored by (Program Name), a 

shelter/program for battered women and their children and will include formerly battered women 

speaking out about their experiences. 

 This event is part of a month-long campaign of activities observing Domestic Violence 

Awareness Month.  Across the country formerly battered women and battered womenôs programs 

are planning events to draw attention to the reality of violence in the home and to the work that is 

being done to end violence against women. 

 Every 15 seconds a woman is physically abused in the United States according to the 

Family Violence Prevention Fund.  Children in these homes suffer the psychological anguish of 

witnessing abuse and often experience abuse themselves.  In (City, Mayorôs Name) has 

proclaimed October as Domestic Violence Awareness Month and encourages citizens 

participation in the monthôs activities.  Domestic Violence Programs throughout the state of 

Nevada are planning a number of events commemorating Domestic Violence Awareness Month; 

and (Program Name) is also planning a number of activities in addition to the (Event).  For 

additional information please call (Contact Person) at (Phone Number). 
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 9 

Media Release 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS MONTH - 2009 

 (Program Name), a shelter/program for battered women and their children, 

will be holding a (Event) to remember women who have suffered from domestic 

abuse and to celebrate those who have survived and made new lives for 

themselves. 

  

 (Event) will be held (Date, Time, and Location). This event is part of a 

series of activities observing Domestic Violence Awareness Month in October. 

!ŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ŦƻǊƳŜǊƭȅ ōŀǘǘŜǊŜŘ ǿƻƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ōŀǘǘŜǊŜŘ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ 

are planning events to draw attention to the reality of violence in the home and 

to the work that is being done to end violence against women. 

  

 In (/ƛǘȅΣ aŀȅƻǊκ/ƛǘȅ hŦŦƛŎƛŀƭΩǎ bŀƳŜ) has proclaimed October as 

Domestic Violence Awareness Month and encourages citizens to participate in 

ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΦ 5ƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ Violence Programs throughout the state of 

Nevada are planning a number of activities commemorating Domestic Violence 

Awareness Month. (Program Name) will also host other events throughout the 

month of October, in addition to the (Event). For additional information, please 

call (Contact Person) at (Phone Number). 

 
 
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE PROGRAM 

12345 Main Street 
Any City, ST 12345 
Phone 123-456-7890 
Fax 123-456-7890 

/ƻƴǘŀŎǘΥ όtŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ bŀƳŜύ 

Phone: (123) 456-7890 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

9 AM PST, (DATE), 2009 
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Purple Ribbon Campaign  

 
 

Domestic Violence Awareness Month 200 9 
 

The Purple Ribbon Installation was organized by the Womenõs Resource Center in 

Wakefield, Rhode Island where they wrapped a three -foot wide purple ribbon around 

the building. The ribbon was topped by a bow over the porch. òOur objective was to get 

passersb y to look, stop and inquire, why?  To keep the issue of domestic violence before 

the public eye.ó 

 

This is just one example of how the Purple Ribbon Campaign has been used to publicize 

Domestic Violence Awareness Month in a community.  

 

Distribute Purple Ri bbons when making contacts in your community, in remembrance 

of battered women. The purple ribbon symbolizes life and freedom for those women no 

longer living with  violence. Advertise ribbon distribution in your local newspaper with 

articles about domestic violence. Distribute ribbons to volunteers, law enforcement 

officers, emergency room personnel, judges and local politicians. Explain to them the 

meaning and the purpose of Domestic Violence Awareness Month and the Purple 

Ribbon.  
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Instructions:  

If you have chosen the Purple Ribbon Campaign for your Domestic Violence Awareness 

Month activity, here are some easy to follow instructions on how to use the materials 

that we have provided.  

1. The enclosed templates are copy ready. Choose a heavy weight 

pa per to copy them yourself or you can take them to a professional 

copier. The whole sheet can be run through a copier and then just 

cut along the dotted lines.  

 

2.  Purple ribbon can be purchased (or you may want to request a 

donation) from any fabric store (a pproximately 6 inches per 

ribbon), along with the tiny gold safety pins needed for attaching 

the ribbons.  

 

3. Attach the purple ribbons to your printed paper backing an 

distribute!  
 

4.  The Purple Ribbon Campaign can be used in conjunction with 

other planned Dome stic Violence Awareness Month activities such 

as Candlelight Vigils, the Silent Witness Display, etc.  Ribbons can 

also be handed out individually to contacts you make in your 

community, to your law makers, law enforcement and anyone else 

who will commit t o wearing it throughout the month.  
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Domestic Violence 

Awareness Month 

(Attach Ribbon Here) 

Please wear your ribbon each day 

in October, without tail, 

until it is tattered and frayed. 

By wearing this ribbon, 

you are telling your family, friends, 

and community that... 

NATIONAL DOMESTIC 

VIOLENCE HOTLINE 

1-800-799-7233 

1-800-787-3244 (TDD) 
Se habla Español 

 

Sponsored by: 

The Nevada Network Against Domestic Violence 

(Attach Ribbon Here) 

Please wear your ribbon each day 

in October, without fail, 

until it is tattered and frayed. 

By wearing this ribbon, 

you are telling your family, friends, 

and community that... 

NATIONAL DOMESTIC 

VIOLENCE HOTLINE 

1-800-799-7233 

1-800-787-3244 (TDD) 
Se habla Español 

Sponsored by: 

The Nevada Network Against Domestic Violence 

Domestic Violence 

Awareness Month 

2009 2009 
 

TOGETHER WE CAN STOP 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
 

TOGETHER WE CAN STOP 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
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Candlelight Vigil 
 

Domestic Violence Awareness Month 

October 2009 

 
Instructions: 

 

1. Choose a date, time, and location for this event, contact your local 

lawmaker/official, and ask if they could read the Domestic Violence Awareness 

Month Proclamation during the Candlelight Vigil. 

2. Contact and arrange for guest speakers, childrenõs choirs, etc. for the event. 

3. Design, print, and distribute flyers. (Enclosed in this packet is a sample flyer; 

if you would like assistance in personalizing this flyer for your programõs 

event, please contact Nina at the Network (775) 828-1115 or 

NinaE@nnadv.org 

4. Send out a media release with date, time, location, and contact person, 

describing the event. 

5. Contact your local merchants for donations of candles. 

6. Use this event to educate your community about the devastating effects of 

domestic violence on children and families. 
 



14 
 

Join Us For a Celebration  
 
In honor of Domestic Viole nce Awareness 

Month October 200 9, (Program Name) will be 

hosting a candlelight vigil in celebration of 

those wome n and children who have escaped 

lives dominated by violence in the home? Join 

us in remembering victims of domestic violence 

who have lost their lives, and commemorating 

those who are still suffering.  

        

Did you know é? 

 Nearly 5.3 million intimate partner victimizations occur each 

year among U.S. women ages 18 and older. This violence r esults 

in nearly 2 million injuries and nearly 1,300 deaths ( CDC 2003 ). 

 Nearly 25% of women have been raped and/or physically 

assaulted by an intimate partner at some point in their lives,  and 

more than 40% of the women who experience partner rapes and 

physical assaults sustain a physical injury ( Tjaden and 

Thoennes 2000 ). 

 Estimates indicate more than 1 million women and 371,000 men 

are stalked by intimate partners each year ( Tjaden and Tho ennes 

2000 ). 

 

Please join us in our efforts to stop the violence!  

Date  

Time  

Location  

Contact Name & Number  
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 The Balloon Release is a visual reminder that women are 
abused and murdered by their domestic partners.  This event 
will serve to heighten public awareness in your community 
while remembering those who still suffer and memorializing 
those who have lost their lives.  There is also the feeling of 
hope, which in the release of the balloon reminds us that we 
may be free of domestic violence both in our individual lives as 
well as in our communities. 

 

 When choosing balloon colors, remember that black balloons will have a dramatic 
visual effect on your participants and the news media.  You may also want to use 
colors that represent the emotions associated with victimization or those colors 
associated with hope.  Check your local yellow pages under ñballoonsò and contact a 
few companies for prices.  Explain your project and do not hesitate to ask for a 
discount or donation. 

 

  Locations to hold your Balloon Release may include Courthouses, local parks, 
schools, libraries or local community colleges.  Keep in mind the site you choose 
should be large enough to accommodate a sizable crowd, as well as be easily 
accessible to the public and those with disabilities. 
 

 Plan to have speaker at your event.  Remember that this is an opportunity to 
educate, as well as to memorialize and offer hope and resources to participants.  
You may also want to contact your local school or church choir to perform during the 
release of the balloons (this is a great way to gain greater community participation). 
 

 Inform your elected officials and invite them to participate.  Or better yet, invite them 
to submit a statement of support for your cause and event (remember to notify 4-6 
weeks before the scheduled event.) 
 

 Send press release (s) to you local media outlets (i.e. newspapers, radio and 
television stations) informing them of your event.  Be sure to give them at least 2 
weeksô notice. 

 

TIP:  Recognizing that Balloon Releases are bad for the environment, 

some alter natives may to plant flowers of  the different colors, or to ti e the 

balloons down to the ground in groups or as a canopy.  
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In Their  Shoes é  
 

 
 

This is a visual display to symbolize all the women and children in your 
community who  have sought h elp over a certain time  period .  You define 
the time ñf or example , your display might reflect the number of 
individuals that sought services since  the beginning of the year, or 
services sought over the past 6 months.   
 
Instructions:   
 

1.  Identify the location for your display, perhaps a local park , or  you 

could set up the display at another community awareness event, such 

as a candle light vigil.  

2.   Define your time period for the women and children you are going to 

represent , and how they are going to be identified ( i.e. , police reports 

filed, women and c hildren that have moved into shelters, TPO s 

awarded, etc.)  

3.  Collect enough pairs of women  and childrenõs shoes to represent all 

of the women and children you have identified.  

4.  Line up all of the pairs of shoes at your location and post a 

description of what they represent  and/or have a speaker at explain 

what they symbolize. (Included in th is packet is an example flyer that 

could accompany this display.)  
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In Their Shoesé 
 

This display of shoes is in honor of all the 

women and children who have sought help over 

a defined time period.  For each pair of shoes 

displayed, a woman and her children took the 

first step to end the violence in their lives (by 

requesting a TPO, moving into a shelter, etc.).  

These women and children are now safe, living 

violence-free and happy lives. 
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Tree Planting Memorial 
 Planting a tree in your local park, at your programôs office, or at the shelter 

is a great way to memorialize those who have lost their lives due to domestic 

violence, as well as to celebrate the continuing growth of those who have begun 

new lives free of violence. 

 A tree planting ceremony is also a great way to involve your community and 

community leaders in your domestic violence awareness campaign.  A tree planted 

in a public place will serve as a constant reminder long after the planting ceremony 

of the devastating effects that domestic violence has on us as individuals and as a 

community. 

 

 Planting a tree at the shelter can serve as a living symbol of the healing in 

the lives of those who have escaped the violence.  The ceremony itself can be a 

powerful tool in explaining the process of growth that woman and children go 

through when leaving violent households. 
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Community E vent Instructions 

1. Choose a location in your community to plant your tree(s).  Keep in mind that accessibility 

should be a priority when seeking a location. 

2. If you are planning to use a park in the area, contact your local park service or city park 

official for permission to plant.  If you cannot obtain permission to plant tree(s) in your local 

park, other suitable locations could include your programôs office/shelter, or a local church or 

school. 

3.  Contact a nursery in the area, explain the event and its purpose, and ask for a donation or 

reduction in price for the tree(s). 

4. Set a date and time for your planting ceremony and contact the media 4 - 6 weeks beforehand 

to alert them of your event.  (See enclosed Media Instructions.) 

5. Contact your local city officials (also 4 - 6 weeks beforehand) and invite them to attend and 

possibly participate.  Participation could include reading a proclamation or statement in support 

of Domestic Violence Awareness Month. 

6.  Use this time to educate your community members of the impact that domestic violence has 

on us all.  Plan speakers; and if you are memorializing specific individuals from your area, try to 

contact and invite family members.  This event could also be done in conjunction with a Balloon 

Release to create an even more powerful effect on your audience. 

7. Donôt forget to attach a purple ribbon to your tree(s)! 


