qu, Nevada Network Against Domestic Violence
J\ N\
Greetings!
Here i s NNADVOs Domestic Violence Awareness ©M

you are planning on hosting an event please complete the calendar on page 2 aitdoehen

so that | may make a statewide calendar of domestiende awareness events happening

t hroughout October. We wi | | then publish a |
newsletter, théletwork NewsThe calendar may be returned to me via fax at (7759824, or

you may email me the details of your gject atNinaE@nnadv.org

If you have any questianor if you would like further information or assistance with any of the
encl osed forms, please dondét heé82Billlmte to cont
(Reno,Sparks, and Carson Citg) (800)230-1955 (statewide). Thank you, and good luck!

Best Wishes,

Nina Edgemon
Program AssistariEducation & Outreach
Nevada Network Against Domestic Violence

220 S. Rock Boulevard, Suite 7, Reno, Nevada 89502 | Voice/TTP (775) 828 -1115
www.nnadv.org


mailto:NinaE@nnadv.org

Domestic Violence Awareness Month

October 2009

The Nevada &twork Against Domestic Violence is compiling a lisDofnestic Violence Awareness
Month events planned for October 2009. This calendar will be distributed to sister programs and will be
sent to the media. Please let us know about the events in whicin gmanization is participating or
planning. Please pint clearly and attach additional sheets if necessary. For more informatitinaall

at (775) 8281115 or emailninae@nnadv.org Thank you for your participaticand effort!

Please fill out and fax this calendar to NNADV, Attn: Nina fax (775)82Bl by September 11, 2009

Name of individual completing worksheet:

Organization:

Address:
Phone: Fax
Number of faxed pages: Email:

Date, Time, Address & Name & Description of Sponsoring Contact Name &

City of Event Event Organization Number
EXAMPLE EXAMPLE EXAMPLE EXAMPLE

Oct. 1, 7:00:00 pm; Candlelight Vigil A Safe Place Jane Doe, Community
Town Hall¢ 1 Oak St., Relations 77833
City, NV 2211



mailto:ninae@nnadv.org

The Nevada Network Against Domestic Violemarild like to encourage all the DomesticoMnce
programs in Nevada to participate in Domestic Violence Awareness Month (D#i4&My October

2009. This is a time for us to unite and celebrate all the abused women who have ended the cycle of
violence in their lives and the lives of their childrdhis also a time to mourn the loss of those women

and children who have died needlessly at the hands of a partner or spouse. This is your opportunity to
raise awareness and educate your community on the effects of violence against women. Take the time
to plan Domestic Violence Awarendg®nth activities and involve your community in our joint efforts

to end Domestic Violence.

Domestic Violence Awareness Month evolved from the first National Day of Unity, observed in 1981.
The intent was to connect womeand men across the nation who were working to end violence against
women. The Day of Unity soon became a week with activities being conducted at the local, state, and
national levels. These activities were as varied and diverse as the programs spotisaringn October

1987, the first Domestic Violence Awareness Month was held, and in October of 1989, the first Domestic
Violence Awareness Month commemorative legislation was passed by the U.S. Congress. Such
legislation has passed every year since.

When ganning your community outreach event(s) for Domestic Violence Awareness Month, consider
the following tips:

x Plan as far ahead as possible, involving formerly battered women and shelter residents as much
as possible in the planning process, and in vidddeership roles at your events. Be sure your
planning, publicity, and events reflect the diversity of the community you serve.

x  Purple is the theme color for Domestic Violence Awareness Month.

x Use the media as much as possible and enlist as many comnaugéyizations as you can. Let
this moment become part of your evolving history.

Enclosed in this packet is a worksheet for you to complete in order to inform NNADV of your scheduled
activities for Domestic Violence Awareness Month 2009. Please intheddate, time, address, and

city, as well as the name, description, sponsoring organization, and contact information for each of your
scheduled activities. Please complete the calendar and fax or mail it back to NNAR@témber 11,

2009 so that we mayreate a satewide Domestic Violence Awareness Month calendar of scheduled
events. For those programs that have never participated in Domestic Violence Awareness Month we
have included in this packet DVAM activities for your consideration, ocgoarede you own. Good

luck!



Proclamation and Media Instruction

Proclamation

We have included in this packet a sample letter requesting a Proclamation for y:
Of ficial (s) to recognize October as
letter may be modified for yourse and requests the support of yoity official(s) by
encouraging citizen participation in Domestic Violence Awareness Month.
included in the packet is a sample Proclamation whal gan personalize to fit yc
city, city official, anddomesticviolenceprogram.

MediaRelease

Samplepressreleass havebeen enclosed in this packet to assist you with the public
Domestic Violence Awareness Month and ypuogr amoé s p | aAnpnes:
release isam xcel | ent way t o s attantion toyDomestic \Goten
Awareness Monthand to gain community support and involvement. The press (
used in your efforts to educate the public almrhesticviolence and to inform batter
women about available resources in your commurftgrsonalize th&lediaRelease fc
your specific event and community. Add informatioroatoyour Program and print 1

MediaRelease on yourrpgrands letterhead.



Proclamation Request Instructions

1. Plan to send the Proclamation Reque6twleeks beforehand
2. Send the Proclamation Request on you
3. Individualize the Request to fit your local official, and the event that your program

be sponsoring.

Proclamation Instructions

1. The Proclamation we have enclosed is a sample. You may individualize it to fit yc
community or you can create your own.
2. Initial contact in September may be needed to assure appropriate protocol for req

a Pralamation and engaging the media in the official signing of the Proclamation.

Media Release Instructions

1. Send your Media Release on your Prog
2. Be sure to include your Programds me
3. The included Sampliledia Release gives an example of how to publicize an event

may modify and use the format of the sample to publicize your event(s) for Dome:

Violence Awareness Month, or you can create your own Media Release.



SAMPLE LETTER REQUESTING A PROCLAMATION
(Sent 4-6 weeks beforehand)

Date, 200

The HonorabléName)
(Title)

(Street Addresy

(City, State, Zip)

Dear(Name):
SUBJECT: DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS MONTH 200 9

The month of October has beensidmated by the U.S. Government as Dom
Violence Awareness Month. During this montRrogram Name) is planning a series
events to educate citizens about domestic violence, to honor fallen victims,
encourage both batterers and battered wameeek the help they need.

We would be honored if you could sponsor an official proclamation to recogn
month of October as Domestic Violence Awareness Mon(Riity) . Such a proclamati
will emphasize your commitment to this important cawsel recognize the efforts
those who work to end violence in our homes evergtinof the year. IBase feel free
call me if you would like more information, statistics, or facts about domestic violel

(Program Name) in conjunction with the Nevada Neitwk Against Domest
Vi ol ence and battered womends pr o(Bverd)
on (Day and Date)at (Time) at (Location). We invite you to attendEvent) and w
would be very pleased if you would present your proclamation atithat If you ar
unable to attend, we would like to read your proclamation to our supporters.

Thank you for your consideration of this request. We appreciate your suppor
efforts to end violence against women.

Sincerely,

ProgramRepresentative/Contact Person
Title
Domestic Violence Program Nam



SAMPLE**SAMPLE**SAMPLE ***

A Proclamation
by the

Governor of the State of Nevada

Whereas:

Violence against women and children continues to become more prevalent as a social problem
the imbalance of power due to gender and age.

Whereas:

The problems of domestic violence are not confined to any group or groups of people but cross
economic, racial, affectional preference, and societal barriers; and supported by societal indifferenc

Whereas:

The crime of domestic violence violatesiam di vi dual 6s privacy, dig
to systematic use of physical, emotional, sexual, psychological and economic control and/or abuse.

Whereas:

The impact of domestic violence is wide ranging, directly affecting women and chélddesociety as
a whole.

Whereas:

It is battered women themselves that have been in the forefront of efforts to bring peace and eq
the home.

Now, Therefore:

[, Jim GibbonsGovernor of the State of Nevada, do herelnclaim the month of Octay 2007 as

Domestic Violence Awareness Month

| urge all citizens to actively participate in the scheduled activities and programs working towarg
elimination of personal and institutional violence against women.




SAMPLE MEDIA RELEASE
(Program Letterhead)

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact Person:
Date: Phone Number:

MEDIA ADVISORY

On (Date of Event)an (Event) to remember women who have suffered from dorr
abuse and to celebrate those who have wemlvand made new lives for themselves will
place at(Time and Location of Event) The event is being sponsored (Brogram Name) a
shelter/program for battered women and their children and will include formerly battered
speaking out about threéxperiences.

This event is part of a monthng campaign of activities observing Domestic Viole
Awareness Mont h. Across the country f ol
are planning events to draw attention to the reality of vi@ént¢he home and to the work the
being done to end violence against women.

Every 15 seconds a womas physicallyabusedin the United States according to
Family Violence Prevention Fund. Children in these homes suffer the psychological asf
witnessing abuse and often experience abuse themselveq. Cint vy , May da:
proclaimed October as Domestic Violence Awareness Month and encourages
participation in the monthoés activitied
Nevada are planning a number of events commemorating Domestic Violence Awarenes
and (Program Name) is also planning a number of activities in addition to (Beent). For

additional information please cgontact Person)at (Phone Number)



12345 Main Street
Any City, ST 12345
Phone 123456-7890
Fax 123456-7890

MediaRelease

]2y G OGY 60t SNE2YQa bl Y FORIMMEDIATE RELEASE
Phone: (123) 456890 9 AM PST(DATE) 200

DOMESTIC VIOLENCBEOBRAM

DOMESTI®QIOLENCE AWARENESB\NTH- 2009

(Progran Name, a shelter/program for battered women and their children,
will be holding a(Even) to remember women who have suffered from domestic
abuse and to celebrate those who have survived and made new lives for

themselves.

(Evend will be held(Date, Tme, and Location. This event is part of a
seriesof activities observing Domestic Violence Awareness Mantdctober
l ONPaa (KS O2dzyiNEB TFT2N¥YSNIe& oFGGSNBR 62YSy |
are planning events to draw attention to the reality of viadenin the home and

to the work that is being done to end violence against women.

In (¢ Adeés al @&2Nk/ A &as précaim€di Octoed asb | YS
DomesticViolence Awareness Month and encourages ciizemparticipate in
0KS Y2yidKQa | OvVidegck iProgaing thréughdud #hé stade of
Nevada are planning a number of activities commemorating Domestic Violence
Awareness Month(Program Namewill also host other events throughout the
month of Octoberjn addition to the(Event) For additional iformation, please

call(Contact Personat (Phone Number).



Purple Ribbon Campaign

Domestic Violence Awareness Month 200 9
The Purple Ribbon Installation was organized |
Wakefield, Rhode Island where they wrapped a three -foot wide purple ribbon around
the building. The ribbon was topped by a bow ov
passersb y to look, stop and inquire, why? To keep the issue of domestic violence before
the public eye. 6

This is just one example of how the Purple Ribbon Campaign has been used to publicize
Domestic Violence Awareness Month in a community.

Distribute Purple Ri bbons when making contacts in your community, in remembrance
of battered women. The purple ribbon symbolizes life and freedom for those women no
longer living with  violence. Advertise ribbon distribution in your local newspaper with
articles about domestic violence. Distribute ribbons to volunteers, law enforcement
officers, emergency room personnel, judges and local politicians. Explain to them the
meaning and the purpose of Domestic Violence Awareness Month and the Purple
Ribbon.

10



Instructions:

If you have chosen the Purple Ribbon Campaign for your Domestic Violence Awareness
Month activity, here are some easy to follow instructions on how to use the materials
that we have provided.

1. The enclosed templates are copy ready. Choose a heavy weight
pa per to copy them yourself or you can take them to a professional
copier. The whole sheet can be run through a copier and then just
cut along the dotted lines.

2.  Purple ribbon can be purchased (or you may want to request a

donation) from any fabric store (a pproximately 6 inches per
ribbon), along with the tiny gold safety pins needed for attaching
the ribbons.

3. Attach the purple ribbons to your printed paper backing an
distribute!

4. The Purple Ribbon Campaign can be used in conjunction with
other planned Dome  stic Violence Awareness Month activities such
as Candlelight Vigils, the Silent Witness Display, etc. Ribbons can
also be handed out individually to contacts you make in your
community, to your law makers, law enforcement and anyone else
who will commit t 0 wearing it throughout the month.

11



DomesticdViolence
Awarenes$/onth

2009

(Attach Ribbon Here)

Please wear your ribbon each day
in October, without tail,

until it is tattered and frayed.

By wearing this ribbon,

you are telling your family, friends,

and communityHat...

TOGETHERWECANSITC

DomesticViolence
Awareness/onth

2009

(Attach Ribbon Here)

Please wear your ribbon each day
in October, without fail,

until it is tattered and frayed.

By wearing this ribon,

you are telling your family, friends,

and community that...

TOGETHERWECANSITC

NATIONAL DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE HOTLINE
1-800-799-7233
1-800-787-3244 (TDD)
Se hala Espafiol

Sponsored by:
The Nevada Network Against Domestic Violence
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NATIONAL DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE HOTLINE
1-800-799-7233

1-800-787-3244 (TDD)
Se habla Espafiol

Sponsored by:
The Nevada Network Against Domestic Violence
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Candlelight Vigil

Domestic Violence Awareness Month
October 200

Instructions:

1.

Choose a datdime, and location for thisevent, contact your local
lawmaker/official,and ask if they could read the Domestic Violence Awaren
Month Proclamation during the Candlelight Vigil

Contact and arrange for guest spe
Design, print, and distribute flyers. (Enclosed inthis packet is a sample flyer;
if you would like assistance in personalizing this flyer for your proga mo s
event, please contadilina at the Network (775) 8281115 or

NinaE@nnadv.org

Send out anediarelease with date, time, locatiorand contact person,
describing the event.

Contact your local merchants for donatiaof candles.

Use this event to educate your community about the devastating effects of

domestic violence on children and families.

13



Join Us For a Celebration

In honor of Domestic Viole nce Awareness
Month October 200 9, (Program Name) will be
hosting a candlelight vigil in celebration of

those wome n and children who have escaped
lives dominated by violence in the home? Join
us in remembering victims of domestic violence
who have lost their lives, and commemorating
those who are still suffering.

Did you know €& ?

e Nearly 5.3 million intimate partner victimizations occur each

year among U.S. women ages 18 and older. This violence r esults

in nearly 2 million injuries and nearly 1,300 deaths ( CDC 2003).

e Nearly 25% of women have been raped and/or physically
assaulted by an intimate partner at some point in their lives,

more than 40% of the women who experience partner rapes and

physical assaults sustain a physical injury ( Tjaden and

Thoennes 2000 ).

¢ Estimates indicate more than 1 million women and 371,000 men

are stalked by intimate partners each year ( Tjaden and Tho ennes

2000).

Please join us in our efforts to stop the violence!
Date

Time

Location

Contact Name & Number

14




The Balloon Release is a visual reminder that women are
abused and murdered by their domestic partners. This event
will serve to heighten public awareness in your community
while remembering those who still suffer and memorializing
those who have lost their lives. There is also the feeling of
hope, which in the release of the balloon reminds us that we
may be free of domestic violence both in our individual lives as
well as in our communities.

e When choosing balloon colors, remember that black balloons will have a dramatic
visual effect on your participants and the news media. You may also want to use
colors that represent the emotions associated with victimization or those colors
associated with hope. Check your Il oca
few companies for prices. Explain your project and do not hesitate to ask for a
discount or donation.

e Locations to hold your Balloon Release may include Courthouses, local parks,
schools, libraries or local community colleges. Keep in mind the site you choose
should be large enough to accommodate a sizable crowd, as well as be easily
accessible to the public and those with disabilities.

¢ Plan to have speaker at your event. Remember that this is an opportunity to
educate, as well as to memorialize and offer hope and resources to participants.
You may also want to contact your local school or church choir to perform during the
release of the balloons (this is a great way to gain greater community participation).

¢ Inform your elected officials and invite them to participate. Or better yet, invite them
to submit a statement of support for your cause and event (remember to notify 4-6
weeks before the scheduled event.)

e Send press release (s) to you local media outlets (i.e. newspapers, radio and
television stations) informing them of your event. Be sure to give them at least 2
we e knatice.

TIP: Recognizing that Balloon Releases are bad for the environment,
some alter natives may to plant flowers of the different colors, or to ti e the
balloons down to the ground in groups or as a canopy.

15



In Their Shoes é

T his is a visual display to symbolize all the women and children in your
community who have sought h elp over a certaintime period . You define
the time f for example , your display might reflect  the number of
individuals that sought  services since the beginning of the year, or

services sought over the past 6 months.

Instructions:

1. Identify the location for your display, perhaps a local park , Or you
could set up the display at another community awareness event, such
as a candle light vigil.

2. Define your time period for the women and children you are going to
represent , and how they are going to be identified ( i.e., police reports
filed, women and c hildren that have moved into shelters, TPO s
awarded, etc.)

3. Collect enough pairsof womenand c¢chil drends shoe
of the women and children you have identified.

4. Line up all of the pairs of shoes at your location and post a
description of what they represent and/or have a speaker at explain
what they symbolize. (Included in th is packetis an example flyer that

could accompany this display.)

16



This display of shoes is in honor of all the
women and childrewho have sought helpver
adefined time period For eab pair of shoes
displayeda woman and her children took the
first step to ad the violence in thelives (oy
requesting a TPO, moving into a shelter, etc.).
These women and childremenow safe]iving
violencefreeand happy lres.

17
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Tree Planting Memorial

Pl anting a tree in your | ocal p
Is a great way to memorialize those who have lost their lives due to domesti
violence, as well as to celebrate the continuing growth of those who have be

new lives free of violence.

A tree planting ceremony is also a great way to involve your communii
community leaders in your domestic violence awareness campaign. painted
in a public place will serve as a constant reminder long after the planting cet
of the devastating effects that domestic violence has on us as individuals an

community.

Planting a tree at the shelter can serve as a living symbol bé#tiag in
the lives of those who have escaped the violence. The ceremony itself can
powerful tool in explaining the process of growlfilat womarand children go

through when leaving violent households.

18



Gommunity E vent Instructions

1. Choose a location in your community to plant your tree(s). Keep in thatdaccessibility
should bea priority when seeking a location.

2. If you are planning to use a park in the area, contact your local paikeservcity park

official for permission to plant. If you cannot obtain permission to plant tree(jun lgcal

park, others ui t abl e | ocations could include your pr
school.

3. Contact a nursery in thees, explain the event dnts purpose, and kgor a donation or

reductionin price for the tree(s).

4. Seta date and time for your planting ceremony and contact theame 6 weeks beforehand

to alert them of your event. (See enclosed Media Instructions.)

5. Contact yourdacal city officials (also 4 6 weeks beforehand) and invite them to attand
possiblyparticipate. Participation could include reading a proclamation tanséat in support

of DomesticViolence Awareness Month.

6. Use this time to educate your commuynitembers of the impact thdomestic violence has
on usall. Plan speakers; and if you are memorializing specific individuais four area, try to
contactand invite family members. This event could also be done in coigunetth a Balloon

Released create an even more powerful effect on your audience.

7. Dondt forget to attach a purple ribbon to yo
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