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Violence Against Native Womer

ARTICLEXCERPTED WITH PERMISSION VRQMNCE AGAINST NATIVE WOMEN: A G
FOR PRACTITIONER ACTEDRG), A PUBLICATION OF THE OFFICE OF VIOLENCE ¢/
WOMEN AND THE NATIONAL CENTER ON FULL FAITH AND CREDIT

Native women are not safe. Department of Justice statiste
pict a dangetridden existence for American Indian and Ale
Native women. Native women have the highest rate of vic
crime victimization, more than double that of women of ot
races. Compared to women of other races, Native women
the highest rée of intimate partner violence, the highest rate
stalking, and suffer from the highest rate of rape and se
assault. More than one in three Native women will be ra
during her lifé¢ime.

It is evident that Native women are not safare in fact patic-
ularly vulnerable to violent crinteand that an epidemic ofia
olence against Native women threatens the health and -+
being of Native communities.

Despite the current epidemic, Native women have not al
been the targets of partner abuse and sexaabault. Schola
have concluded that physical and sexual violence was extrt
rare in indigenous communities in pfeolonial times. Nati\
communities have traditionally depended on gender balanc
which each gender has separate roles and functiani) both
honored equally. Under these conditions and societal nc
violence against Native women was not tolerated. On the
occasions when physical or sexual violence did occur, it &
verely punished by Native justice systems.

The following exaples illustrate these prevailing social noi
and societal structures in which violence against Native wc
was not tolerated:

"A man who battered his wife was considered irrational
thus could no longer lead a war party, a hunt or participat
either. He could not be trusted to behave properly... He
thought of as contrary to the Lakota law and lost many ip
leges of life and many roles in the Lakota [community, as
as] in the societies within the sociéty
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"The essential Navajo value ibat
while men and women are distin
they relate as complementary equi
That kind of relationship creates,
should create, an environment tt
views violence toward women ase-
viant behavior. Under Navajo comrm
law, violence toward women, or if
streatment of them in any way, id-
legal.”

Many tribal leaders, organizations, ¢
individual Native people are activ
engaged in dialogue to determine t
best approaches to respond to and ¢
domestic and sexual violence aga
Native women. To deviseeffective
strategies to end violence againsh
tive women both on the reservatic
and in the dominant culture, the
must first be an analysis of why the
IS so much violence against Na
women today. Then there must be
examination of the roles of itoal,
state, and federal actors, including ¢
attorneys, law enforcement, prosae
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tors, advocates, judges, andg
bation and parole agents, in s
ponding to the domestic and x¢
ual violence.

GUIDANCE FOR PRACTITION

Adequately responding to od
mestic and sexual violence a
stalking of Native women er
quires a coordinated effo
among a number of pradioners
These practice tips were oo
piled after talking with pract
tioners on tribal lands aboutfe
fective practices that best ser
Native women whdiave survive
domestic and sexual violence.

1. Build relationships with other
practitioners.

All practitioners involved in
ponding to violence againsta
tive women should build rel
tionships and trust with othe
practitioners, work on effecti
commurication, and participat
in crosstraining to increase th
understanding of each othe
jobs and roles. Cooperativef-
forts and alliances between ad\
cates and law enforcement odf
ers, or between probation of
cers and prosecutors, can gc
long way inthe enforcement c
protection orders, the prosec
tion of perpetrators of violenc
and the service of Native wom
who have survived violence.

In some communities, the foras
tion of a domestic and sexual-
olence task force, with a nme-
bership of diverse idcipline:

meeting monthly, has helped
improve coordination and coo
erative efforts. Other communitie
have developed protocols amo
community partners, which provic
for the sharing of information in
reasonable and timely fashion a
the coordnation of efforts.

2. Participate in continued dome
tic and sexual violence training.
All persons who provide services
women who are survivors and th
children should receive continu
training on domestic or sexual-
olence and stalking. Training mir
include interviewing skills, re
gagement, trust building, prosae
tion and/or treatment, as well ¢
victim services. Proper training
critical for selfcare and to avoi
inhibiting the healing process a
re-victimizing the woman througy
out the criminal pocess.

3. Be mindful of the traditions anc
cultural norms of the Native
woman's tribe or clan.
Practitioners should become fah
iar with the principles, beliefs, al
customs of the tribe on who:
lands they practice and not assu
that the Native womanwill re-
spond to the same techniques tt
work for other American wome
There may be traditions, cultul
norms, or an expected code
conduct particular to that commn
nity that must be fdbwed for the
practitioner to be effective. Prak
tioners might herefore conside
those aspects of the tribal cultu
that can aid the woman in escap

the violence or in healing from tl
experience of being victimized.

Practitioners who overlook the
traditions, cultural norms, or
pected conduct risk taking actie
or making comments that cot
deeply offend and alienate ti
woman they are attempting f
aid. For example, in the Nav.
culture, some elders consider
disrespectful to walk up to a pe
son's house and knock on i
door. Instead, a visitor is sppsed
to wait in the car until the owne
of the house or children con
outside to welcome the visitor.
violate this cultural practice,
other cultural practices, mightfe
fend and therefore alienate tt
woman from the practitioner
services.

4. Hold baterers and sexuaas-
sailants accoutable, evenwhen
they are highly respectednem-
bers of the tribal community.
Batterers and sexual assaila
must be held accountable. Cert.
professionals, such as judges
probation or parole officers, ha
more oppotunity and power t
hold batterers and sexual ass
lants accountable for the crim
they commit. Therefore, speci
suggestions for judges and preak
tion or parole officers are includ:
in the sections below.

However, some perpetrators

domestic or sexual violenc
against Native women are t
prominent community figure
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The 75th Session of the Nevada-
islature began on February 2, 2(
and adjourned sine die at 12:24 a
on Tuesday, June 2nd, 2009.As
with previous sessions domestic
olence issues came up in a variet
bills. Following is an overview
domestic violence related legislati
passal by this legislature. If yc
want more information about any «
the bills, please visit thlevada Lg-
islativewebsite

FUNDING

SB 14sponsored bySenator Bernic
Mathews (District 1- Washoe)pro-
vides for a $5 increase in marri
license fees as well as a $5 incre
in the cost for a certified copy of
certificate of marriage, to be pe
into the Account for Aid for Victir
of Domestic Violence in the Sti
General Fund. Effective upon
sage.

This was a critical piece of legisla
for DV programs in the state as tf
sought to fill a growing gap in re
nues produced by Marriage Licel
sales. This is the single source
state funding for domestic violen
programs in Nevada.

AB 531requested by theDept. o
Administration revises provisior
governing the distribution of tF
proceeds of certain administrati
assessments to include funding
the Domestic Violence Ombudsn
Ay GKS 1Gd2NyS.
Effective July 1, 2009.
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Legislative Upda

PAULA BERKLEYBBYIST, NANCY HART, CONSULTANT and SUE MEUSCHKE, EXECUTIV

VICTM OF CRIME COMPENSATI

AB 114sponsored by theAssembl
Judiciary Committeeat the reques
of the Advisory Commission on tt
Administration of Justice extend:s
the period of time to appeal a oo
LISyal dAazy 2FFAO
seeking compensatiofrom the Vc-
tims of Crime Compensation Fu
from 15 days to 60 days. Effeci
upon passage.

AB 116sponsored byAssemblymal
John Carpenter (District 3 Elko &
Humboldt) removes the statutor
requirement to consider a domes
violence or sexual assaul @A
GO2y GNXOdzi 2 NE ©
ing eligibility for payment from tt
Victims of Crime Compensationadr
gram; these considerations aree-
quired in all other cases. Alse-
quires law enforcement agencies
provide a copy of any requestea/
lice or investigative report to th
program; these reports are review
by the compensation officer toed
GSNYAYS OAOGAYW®R
ment. Effective upon passage.

AB 283sponsored byAssemblymal
Mark Manendo (District 18 Clark
raises the statutorycap on compe-
sation claims paid from the Victil
of Crime Compensation Fund fri
$50,000 to $100,000. Also autho
es an additional award to a victim
not more than $50,000 upon pe
proval of the Board of Governo
Effective upon passage.

SPECIALTY GORTS

AB 47sponsored by the&Committee
on Corrections, Parole, and Prat
tion on behalf of theNevada 8-

preme Court modifies sealing prax
sions concerning criminal cases 1
are diverted to specialty courts unc
existing law. It retained existingnik
guag which exempts domestici-
olence cases from diversion to ts
stance abuse courts and seriousiy-
its diversion of domestic violence
es to mental health court. Effecti
upon passage.

AB 187 sponsored by Assembl
Speaker Barbara Buckley (District-
Clark)authorizes the establishment
I @SGSNI yQa O2dz
isting specialty courts, with provisic
parallel to those governing diversi
of offenders with mental iliness. &
vides for a program for the treatme
of offenders who are vetans o
members of the military, and wt
GF LILISE NI G2 adzF¥€s
alcohol or drug abuse or post e
maA O adNBaa RAA&B8-
tent limits diversion to nosviolent
offenders. Effective July 1, 2009.

CRIMINAL STATUTES

AB 164 sponsored byAssemblyma
William Horne (District 34 - Clark
makes battery by strangulation a ¢e
ny offense, and increases the pen:
for domestic battery if it is committe
by strangulation; provides a definiti
of strangulation. Effective upon g
sage

CONTINUED ON PA(
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American Victims dkbuse

JUDY HENDERSQRROGRAM SPECIALIST, TRAINING AND TECHNICAL ASSI¢

Treating all victims the same
not possible, even with two p«
sons of similar backgrounds e
cultural affiliations; each wm-
FyQa aAdda GAazy
only a limited number of shelte
in the U.S. that specifically se
Native women. It is unfortuna
and unnecessary that Nati
women are sometimes turn
away from nontribal shelters.

In order to assure that yot
agency and the services provic
are accessible and relevant t@l
tive women, please considee-
vising the following as part

your preparation with Native i
tims:

w LG A& SaaSyi
know that Native Americe
women may have very differe
styles of communication anch-
teraction than what you are usi
to. She may appear stand offi
reluctant to make eye contact,
shy, due to an altogether diffe
ent approach to interperson
communication. The concept
privacy am unfamiliarity witt
dealing with norNative agencie
may pose obstacles for succes
advocacy.

w WSaAaARAYy3 2V

contribute to additional chk
lenges due to limited exposu
outside the reservation, langua
barriers, and access to phon
child care or transportatiol

Whereas Native American victi
who live in urban areas face &+
ferent set of obstacles: invisib
ty, isolation, discrimination. Adk
tional barriers arise from an arr
of other social problems (such
poverty, unemployment, hore-
lessness, and substance abt
resulting from the historical ar
present marginalization.

w bl aABS GA Ol
straints originating from cultur
norms and practices, includi
fear of being an informant ar
consequences of lweg sarm-
tioned within tribal groups.

7

w {LANRGAzZ £ AGE
GAYUGSND2yySOGS
may be used coercively. On -
other hand, it may also prove
be a source of support and ht
for the victim during the healir
process.

w & dsproportionate rates «
violence experienced by Nati
Americans has affected Nat
families and communities ov
generations, and has createc
cycle of violence and traumr
which in turn results in a colte
tive experience of unresolw
grief. Thus,services for Nativ
American victims should be @
vided considering not only ti
safety of individual victims, b
with knowledge of the commuir
ty and cultural needs of Nati
Americans in your area.

| 2 NY S NY

w ¢KS SELISNASY!
societal oppressionhas create
mistrust toward mainstream age
cies and service providers.

This column was extracted from t
NNADV Native American Informat
Packet. Other sections of the packet '
YIed TFAYR KSft LIFdzr-
alizySa 27 ! Ro20I &
Ly@2t gSYSyiGéod | 2qe
dated list of contact information of ea
Nevada Native tribe, as well as tribal-
ganizations that provide services to ab
victims. To order the entire packet (fre
contactNinaatbo b ! 5+ Qa wSa
at 775.828.1115or NinaE@nnadv.org

THE NINTH ANNUAL 4
CAN PREVENT CONFERENC;
PRESENTS: .

A Day with Lundy Bancroft

November 17, 2009
8 AMz5 PM

°
o
°

Joe Crowley Student Union,
University of Nevada, Reno

Cost:
$50 per person, or $40 for CAN
Prevent members and for two or
more from the same agency.

CEUs available

The mnferencewill address
child abuse and neglect in the
context of domestic violence
CAN Prevent is a notprofit or-
ganization dedicated to fight
against child abuse and neglect,
serving the communities
throughout Northern Nevada.

More information at:
WWW.canpreventnv.org
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Nevada Network Against Domestic Violenceis a gras-
roots organization funded bjts members, grants, and
private donations.Cash or irkind donationsare a-

STATEWIDE STATISTICS
THIRD QUARTER FY 20082009

MEMBERSHIP, OR SPONSOR A NEW MEMBER!

¢  $35.00 Individual Membership fee
¢ $10.00 Student/Retired/Limited Income
Individual Membership fee

c $200.00 Organizational Membership fee

16,420
BEDNIGHTS:

cepted throughout the year and are tax deductiblethe N®)

TOTAL NUMBER OF CONTRCTS: 16,420 extent allowed by lawWe welcome new members an ﬂ
+ First Time: 9213+ Telephone: 6.864 volunteers, as well as monetary donations! >
+ Repeat: 4,678 + Face to Face: 9,557 <
+ Follow Up: 2529 16,420 | WOULD LIKE TO BECOME A MEMBER, RENEW CIQ
<

m

O

Total
Adults & Total
Adults Bdnts.  Children Bdnts.  Children Bdnts.

+ Shelter 269 5,002 302 8,076 381078
+ Shelter Services 40 3 11 0 51 3 Please specify and fill in below: ﬁn)
: Eﬂ?,&'&g}es 23 42 022 33 4% 7% ¢ Newmember ¢ Membership renewal =
+ Carry Over 0 0 0 0 0 0 ¢ Giftmembership for (hame): pd
+ T. Housing 10 382 13 259 23 641 ) <
Name o
TOTAL: 343 5,429 348 8,369 691 13, Mailing Address: E
City: m
TOTAL NUMBER OF PRIMARY VICTIMS: 9,213 State: Zip: <
Age: Female  Male Race: Telephone: ( )
Email:

012 30 10 Caucasian 3,044 ®
1317 64 8 AfricarAmerican 793 | WOULD LIKE TO C TE: E
1829 1,994 149 Hispanic 2,339 @ “B_ UTE: ) —
3044 2,554 271 Native American 84 ¢ TotheJdan Evans Direct Assistance Fund z
4564 1192 185 Asian/Pacific Islander 247 check enclosed @)

65+ 117 29 Unknown 2,593 One time cash gift; check enclosed E

Unknown 2,563 47 Mixed 113 Supplies (copy paper, postage stamps, etc.) m
TOTAL 8,514 699 TOTAL 9,213 c Equipment or Services: g
LOCATION: Annual pledge, payment as specified: o
Carson 417 Lyon 47 ¢ Monthly ¢ Quarterly ¢ Semiannually E
Churchill 48 Mineral 76 2
Clark 6,059 Nye 31 | WOULD LIKE TO VONTEER! <
Douglas 89 Pershing 5 Name: Q
Elko 37 Storey 0 Email: <
Esmeralda 1 Washoe 2,135 m
Eureka 3 White Pine 0 Telephone( ) Q
Humboldt 2 Unknown 193 Best hours/days to calll:
Lander 3 Out of State 67
Lincoln 0 TOTAL 9,213

Please mail this donation/memberighivolunteer coupon

and, if applicable, chedpayable to Nevada Network
Against Domestic Wience)to:

NEVADA NETWORK AGSTNDOMESTIC VIOLENCH

220 S. ROCK BLVDJIBE 7

RENO, NEVADA 89502

These statistics were compiled byNADV from reports submittedy
domestic violenc@rograms in Nevada.

Network Newsis a quarterly publication dflevada etwork Against Domesti
Violence~220 S. Rock Blvd., Sfe~ Reno, NV 89502www.nnadv.org
Issue Date July 31, 2000 Issue 3Vol. 26

Circulation 500t Submissions welcomed. We reserve the right to edit.
EditorlDesign/Layout Maria Kies Contributing Editors Nina Edgemqn' THANK YOU!
Bonnie Haney, Katy Hanson, Judy Henderson, Susan Meuschke, Elizabt

Stoffel, and Ji Hye Yim ittt
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Leon Aberasturi
Barbara Aupperle
Sharon Chandler
City of Fallon
Richard J. Cook
Joe & Mouryne
Dini
Gladys Dorfler
Jan Gilbert

%

THANK YO, « hiw b92 1 b5 w9Ob92LbD a9a. 9

Maizie Harris Jesse
Annie Greco
Margaret Priest
Leonard & Marjorie
Robinson

Edna Ruggiero
Meri Shadley
Judge Nancy Saitta
Sue Wagner

Maizie Harris Jesse Debbie Smith
Julie Jones James & Ellenan Winkle
Joni Kaiser

TO OUR DEDICATED VOLUNSHERNK YOU

Sabina Coronado Marilyn Horton Linda Reeves
SusarDouglas  Ashley Jarvis

TOBonnie Hanewnd Joni KaiseWwHO DONATED TO
THE JAN EVANS DIRECT ASSISTANCE FUND.




